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Streator Elementary Schools Return to School Plan for the 2021-2022 School Year 
 

Executive Summary 
Streator Elementary School District #44 has developed a Return to School Plan for the 2021-2022 school year.  

The Covid-19 pandemic resulted in the immediate early closure of schools across the United States, including 

all of the Illinois Schools during the 2019-2020 school year.  For the 2020-2021 school year, the administrative 

team at Streator Elementary School District, in collaboration with the Streator Education Association, 

reviewed available information, discussed options and developed a reopening plan compliant with the Phase 4 

guidelines for our District.  This plan was developed with collaboration from administrative staff, teachers, 

union leadership, support staff, parents, and the LaSalle County Health Department  

 

For the 2021-2022 school year, the administrative team reviewed any changes necessary to the plan.  Along 

with guidance released from the CDC/ISBE/IDPH, we have developed an updated version of our Return to 

School Plan.  The contents of this Return to School document must be viewed as preliminary, and as such is 

subject to change when formal guidance or mandates are issued by the proper authorities. 
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Staff & Student Protection Plan 
Streator Elementary School District is committed to the health and safety of our students, staff, and their 

families.  The following plan has been developed with that in mind.  While our plan specifies guidelines for our 

staff, students and buildings to follow, everyone’s health and safety is dependent on everyone.  Each staff 

member must ensure their own health and safety by adhering to these guidelines and reporting any issues or 

safety concerns to their building principal or supervisor.  Each of us will play a role in our collective safety. 
 

Face Coverings 

 All individuals (students, staff, and visitors) will be required to properly wear a mask in all areas of the 

building, always, unless they are younger than 2 years of age or unless they cannot wear a mask due to a 

disability or medical reason.  Fully vaccinated employees, who have provided their vaccination card to the 

Superintendent and who are working alone in their classrooms with the door shut do not have to wear a 

mask.  Fully vaccinated employees attending a meeting or working in an area/office with no students and if all 

employees in that area have been fully vaccinated, then masks can be removed.  Masks are required for all 

passengers and drivers, regardless of vaccination status, in any District bus or vehicle.  A Doctor’s note is 

required for all students, visitors, and staff who are not able to wear a face covering for medical reasons.  This 

requirement is subject to change as CDC/ISBE/IDPH guidelines evolve.  Appropriate mask wearing is defined as 

covering over face AND nose, correct fit across the face and the cloth material used for masking.  Requests for 

students to not wear a mask should be directed to the Superintendent or the Director of Special Services. 
 

Physical Distancing 

Streator Elementary School District does understand that physical distancing will not be possible for all 

circumstances. Streator Elementary School District students and staff are encouraged to maintain physical 

distancing (minimum 3 feet) to the extent possible within their structure throughout the school day.  When it 

is not possible to maintain recommended physical distancing of at least 3 feet between students, 6 feet 

between students and teachers/staff, and 6 feet between teachers/staff who are not fully vaccinated, all other 

layering strategies, such as handwashing, covering coughs and sneezes, staying home when you have signs of 

illness, and regular cleaning will help reduce transmission risk. 
 

Signs and Messages 

Each building must post signs and messages in highly visible locations that reinforce safety precautions and 

promote everyday protective measures (e.g., proper handwashing and appropriate face coverings).  Signage 

posted should be in multiple languages outside of main entrances noting that A) persons may not enter the 

buildings if they have any currently known symptoms of COVID-19; B) physical distancing from others must be 

maintained as much as possible; C) a face covering must be worn at all times for all individuals. 
 

http://www.ses44.net/


STREATOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT #44 
2021 -2022 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

 
www.ses44.net 

 

 

 

 

 

Handwashing and Respiratory Etiquette 

People should practice handwashing and respiratory etiquette (covering coughs and sneezes) to keep from 

getting and spreading infectious illnesses including COVID-19.  Schools will teach and reinforce handwashing 

with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.  If handwashing is not possible, use hand sanitizer.  Hand sanitizer 

will be stored up, away and out of sight of young children and should be used only with adult supervision for 

children under 6 years of age. 

 

Ventilation 

Improving ventilation is an important COVID-19 prevention strategy that can reduce the number of virus 

particles in the air. Along with other preventative strategies, including wearing a well-fitting, multi-layered 

mask, bringing fresh outdoor air into a building helps keep virus particles from concentrating inside. Schools 

can accomplish this by opening multiple windows, using child-safe fans to increase the effectiveness of open 

windows, and making changes to the HVAC or air filtration systems. During transportation, open or cracked 

(open a few inches) windows in buses improves air circulation. 
 

Staying Home When Sick and Getting Tested  

Only students and staff who are healthy should report for in-person learning. Students and staff with any of 

the following symptoms of COVID-19 must remain home and get tested within 24 hours:  

 

• Cough        • Headache 

• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing   • New loss of taste or smell 

• Fatigue from unknown cause     • Sore throat 

• A measured temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit  • Vomiting 

   or greater        • Diarrhea 
 

COVID-19 Testing is available at these locations: 

CVS - Schedule Online 

Morris Hospital 

OSF Facilities 

St. Margaret’s Hospital 

Walgreens - Schedule Online 
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Illness Monitoring 

Schools must continue to use the tracking procedure to maintain ongoing monitoring of individuals excluded 

from school because they have COVID-19-like symptoms, have been diagnosed with COVID-19, or have been 

exposed to someone with COVID-19 and are in quarantine. This process must ensure that all CDC and local 

health authority criteria for discontinuing home isolation or quarantine are met before a student or staff 

member returns to school. Tracking methods for students must include checking in with the school healthcare 

provider or designee upon return to school to verify resolution of symptoms and that any other criteria for 

discontinuation of quarantine have been met. Tracking must take place prior to a return to the classroom. Any 

unvaccinated individuals who have had an exposure or close contact to a confirmed COVID-19 positive case  

will need to quarantine and self-isolate. You will need a release from a quarantine letter from the health 

department to return to school or work.   Staff will follow the same quarantine and illness monitoring as 

students, but their point of contact will be the Superintendent. 

 

General Classroom Guidance  

Teachers must assign student seating and require students to remain in these seats to the greatest extent 

possible.   Students and staff should abstain from physical contact, including but not limited to handshakes, 

high fives, and hugs. 

 

The following guidelines must be considered for:  

Pre-Kindergarten (PK) to 5th grade classrooms  

• Classroom areas must be clearly marked to show where to sit, stand or line-up for 3-foot spacing  

• Students should remain with the same classroom group throughout the day as feasible.  

• Common areas must be clearly marked to show where to stand or line-up for 3-foot spacing  

• Restroom and hand washing breaks must be scheduled and coordinated throughout the day  
 

Food Service and School Meals  

Buildings must maximize physical distancing as much as possible when moving through the food service line 

and while eating. Students will be given assigned seating to keep students with the same students in case of a 

need to contact trace.  Students, teachers, and staff who are fully vaccinated do not need to distance while 

eating. Given very low risk of transmission from surfaces and shared objects, there is no need to limit food 

service approaches to single use items and packaged meals. Schools will clean frequently touched surfaces. 

Surfaces that come in contact with food should be washed, rinsed, and sanitized before and after meals. 
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Recess and Physical Education  

In general, people do not need to wear masks when outdoors (e.g., participating in outdoor play, recess, and 

physical education activities). However, people who are not fully vaccinated must wear a mask in crowded 

outdoor settings or during activities that involve sustained close contact with other people who are not fully 

vaccinated. When physical education activities or recess are held indoors, all individuals must wear masks and 

must also maximize physical distancing when possible.  

 

Remote Learning  

Remote learning will be provided in accordance with ISBE guidance.  Families requesting this will fill out a 

request form provided by the District and signed by the families’ physician.  The form will then be evaluated 

by the Superintendent and Director of Special Services. 
 

Athletics and Extra-Curricular Activities 

All athletics and extra-curricular activities will continue as scheduled.  Large group assemblies of students will 

not be held.  Athletes and coaches will follow the guidelines provided by ISBE and IESA. 
 

Communications  

The purpose of our communication plan is to keep families and staff informed of the current phase of the 

Restore Illinois Plan and how that relates to the return to school in the fall. Our current communications will 

follow these items:  

 

● Press releases 

● Messages from administration reminding families of upcoming events and deadlines  

● Return to School Plan on our website 

● Social media                 

 

Cleaning and Disinfection  

All custodial/maintenance staff will follow the return to school guidelines. These procedures will include the 

cleaning efforts using certified EPA products in both low/high contact areas. Building custodians and cleaning 

personnel will conduct daily cleaning per CDC guidelines. Restrooms, hallways, cafeterias, and common areas 

will be cleaned every day as well. Soft surfaces such as carpets and rugs will be vacuumed daily.  Cleaning 

schedules will be created and implemented for all facilities and equipment as needed. Sanitation, hygiene, and 

PPE supplies will be ordered and stockpiled for employee access. All supply requests will use the requisition 

procedure to order masks, sanitizer, gloves, and thermometers from the inventory.  Physical distancing 

markings within classrooms will be done by designated building personnel.  
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Vaccinations 

Achieving high levels of Covid-19 vaccination among eligible students, as well as teachers, staff, and household 

members, is critical to help schools safely resume full operations.  The District is currently in discussions with 

IDPH to provide a vaccination clinic in September for students and staff.  If the District receives approval for 

this, more information will be shared at that time.  Staff should provide the Superintendent with a copy of 

their vaccination card and students should provide a copy of their vaccination card to their Health Care 

Provider at Northlawn Junior High School. 

 

 Student and Staff Travel 
If you are unvaccinated and meet any of these three situations - 1) Travel to an “at-risk” state for more than 72 hours,  

2)Travel out of the country, 3) Travel anywhere via an airplane, you will need to provide a negative COVID test taken no 

more than 72 hours prior to arrival to the Superintendent or designee or quarantine for a 10-day period upon arrival.  

The Superintendent, in consultation with the local health department, will have final say on any travel quarantine 

requirements, regardless of the amount of time the staff member or student has traveled.   "At risk" states may be 

found by clicking this link: https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/emergency-travel-order.html 

 

 Contact Tracing 

Contact tracing is used by health departments to prevent the spread of infectious diseases.  In general, contact 

tracing involves identifying people who have a confirmed or probable case of COVID-19 and people who they 

came in contact with and working with them to interrupt disease spread.  Fully vaccinated persons who 

remain asymptomatic and those with documented COVID-19 infection within the past 90 days are excluded 

from quarantine.  However, fully vaccinated persons should test three to five days after the known exposure.  

A close contact is defined as an individual not fully vaccinated against COVID-19 who was within 6 feet of an 

infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period.  For students in the 

indoor classroom setting, contacts who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student do not require 

quarantine as long as both the case and the contact were consistently masked.  If they were not consistently 

masked, then close contacts are classroom students who were within 6 feet of the infected student for a 

cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period. 

 

In general, individuals who are solely exposed to a confirmed case while outdoors should not be considered 

close contacts.  Local health departments are the final authority on identifying close contacts. 
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Unvaccinated Students/Staff Exposed to Covid-19 

Option 1:  Quarantine at home for 14 calendar days.  Date of last exposure is considered day 0. 

 

Option 2:  Quarantine for 10 calendar days after the close contact’s last exposure to the COVID-19 case.  Date     

                   of the last exposure is considered day 0.  The individual may end quarantine after day 10 if no  

                   symptoms of COVID-19 developed during daily monitoring.  Testing is recommended. 

 

Option 3:  Quarantine period is for seven calendar days after the last exposure if: 

● No symptoms developed during daily monitoring AND the individual has a negative SARS-

CoV2-diagnostic test (PCR) that was collected within 48 hours by a health professional of 

exposure day 7. 

Layering Strategies/Metrics for Documentation 

● Consistent use of masks in the building and on bus 

● Comply with contact tracing, in combination with isolation and quarantine 

● Physical distancing 

● Improved ventilation 

● Handwashing and respiratory etiquette 

● Staying home when sick and getting tested 

● Cleaning and disinfection 

● Transmission rate for the school and community 

● Promoting vaccinations/tracking vaccination rate for the District and local community 

http://www.ses44.net/

